
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR PUBLIC & MEDIA ATTENDANCE
AT SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

VOTING CONFERENCES, PUBLIC HEARINGS,
ORAL ARGUMENTS & OTHER EVENTS 

Unless otherwise stipulated in the Surface Transportation Board news releases officially
announcing an upcoming open voting conference, public hearing, oral-argument session, or other
public event, the following applies to attendance at such agency events:

•  There will be no reserved seating.  Given the following procedures, please plan to
arrive early enough to be seated no later than 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to
begin.

 • If the event is to be held in the STB’s hearing room, Room 760, at the agency’s
headquarters in the Mercury Building, at 1925 K St., N.W., Washington, D.C., please
enter the building through the main, 1925 K St. entrance (on the northeast corner of the
intersection of 20th and K Sts.).  All visitors must be cleared through security in the
STB’s Suite 100 (on the 1st Floor, at the top of the ramp to the left of the main lobby)
prior to being escorted to the hearing room.

•  For security reasons, be prepared to produce photo identification (such as a driver’s
license), pass through a metal detector, and submit to an inspection of all briefcases,
handbags, etc.

•  Quiet laptops and tape recorders may be brought into the hearing room, but 
absolutely no provision will be made for the connection of personal computers to agency
telephone lines.

•  Cellular telephone use is not permitted in the hearing room, or in the rear anteroom. 
Cellular phones may only be used outside the hearing room.

  •  The STB’s hearing room complies with the Americans With Disabilities Act, and
persons needing accommodation should telephone the agency’s Office of Proceedings, at
(202) 565-1618, by the close of business on the day prior to the scheduled event.

The STB announces its scheduled voting conferences, public hearings, oral-argument
sessions, and other events well in advance.  The agency’s news releases may be viewed (under
“News”/”News Releases”) and downloaded free of charge via the agency’s Web site at
http://www.stb.dot.gov.
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